an irregular objectless convulsive motion should take place, in the muscle of the heart. If it is not so, but if the normal movements of the heart depend on a central organ, situate in the heart itself, while the vagus has the function of conducting to the ganglia of the heart, irritations, which are by these worked in different modes, so that sometimes acceleration, sometimes retardation, sometimes cessation of the heart's action takes place ; then upon the specified irritation being applied, one of these three effects, and therefore acceleration of the pulse after irritation of the Nervus Vagus would be rarely observed; most probably the last two would take place. "We may, the surface of the heart next to the inverted breast-bone is exposed to irritation, only in few instances, and at a late period, does cessation of action take place. We see that the chemical irritation of the Nervi Vagi has the preference above the electrical, in order that the operator may observe in it the individual portions of the heart passing after each other into quiescence. One-sided irritation of the Vagus produces, though in a much longer immersed portion, only retardation of the beats of the heart.
